Additional charges filed against 
ex-Marines in gun plot 

Federal prosecutors have filed new 
indictments against four men in connection 
with a plot to damage a power grid somewhere 
in the northwest U.S. Two of suspects were 
former U.S. Marines who had been stationed 
at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina 
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RALEIGH, N.C. -- New indictments have been filed 
against four men, including two former U.S. Marines, in 
connection with a plot to damage a power grid 
somewhere in the northwest U.S., federal prosecutors 


said Friday. 


A news release from the U.S. Department of Justice said 
Paul James Kryscuk, 35; Liam Collins, 21; Jordan 
Duncan, 26; and Joseph Maurino, 22, were charged on 
Friday. Duncan, Kryscuk and Collins were previously 
indicted on charges of planning to illegally manufacture 


and sell guns. 


Prosecutors said the four men researched and discussed 
a previous attack on a power grid by an unknown group 
which used assault-style rifles in an attempt to explode 
a power substation, the news release said. Authorities 


have not said where that attack occurred. 


Between 2017 and 2020, Kryscuk manufactured 
firearms while Collins — who was stationed at Camp 
Lejeune in North Carolina — stole military gear, 
including magazines for assault-style rifles and had 
them delivered to the other defendants, prosecutors said. 
During that time, Duncan gathered information on 
firearms, explosives and nerve toxins and shared it with 


Kryscuk and Collins. 


The indictment also says the men discussed using a 
homemade combination of metal powder and metal 
oxide, which burns at over 4,000 degrees Fahrenheit 
(2,200 degrees Celsius), to burn through and destroy 


power transformers. 


In mid-2020, Collins asked others to each purchase 50 
pounds (23 kilograms) of an explosive, authorities said. 
In October 2020, a handwritten list of approximately 
one dozen intersections and places in Idaho and 
surrounding states was discovered in Kryscuk’s 
possession, including locations of transformers, 
substations or other components of the power grid for 


the northwest U.S. 


In a previous indictment, prosecutors said Duncan, 
Kryscuk, Collins and 21-year-old Justin Hermanson 
intended for their illegally manufactured guns to be 
unlawfully used “in furtherance of a civil disorder.” 
Collins, Duncan and Kryscuk were arrested in October. 
Hermanson was an active-duty Marine at the time of his 


arrest last year. 


Duncan was stationed at Camp Lejeune when he joined 
a group organized by a fellow U.S. Marine who used a 
neo-Nazi internet forum to recruit members for what he 
called “a modern day SS," according to the indictment. 
He moved to Idaho in 2018 after separating from the 
Marines and discussed the shooting of protesters with a 
group member who had been observing Black Lives 
Matter rallies in Boise, Idaho, the indictment said. Less 
than a month later, FBI agents notified two BLM 
movement co-founders that their names were on a list 


kept by a different paramilitary group member. 


During a hearing last December, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Barbara Kocher showed the judge a 90-second 
recruitment video that she said shows Duncan firing 
gunshots, participating in military-style exercises and 
flashing “Heil Hitler” salutes with three other members 
while wearing skull masks associated with a neo-Nazi 


group called Atomwaffen Division, the indictment says. 


Duncan, a military contractor, served in the Marines 
from 2013 to 2018. Collins served in the Marines from 
2017 to 2020. Hermanson was assigned to the same unit 


as Collins. 


